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GUIDANCE INFORMATION

Welcome back!  As we begin a new school year, I would like to highlight elementary guidance services:

· The purpose is to foster the social and emotional growth of students in order to help them succeed academically and personally.

· The goal of counseling is to be preventative in nature, while also identifying and addressing current problems.

· Another goal is to help children understand themselves and others.

· Counselors help ALL students through classroom guidance lessons and through individual and/or group counseling, as needed.

· Counselors are available to consult with parents, teachers, and administrators to help address specific academic, social and/or personal concerns of students.

· Counselors provide resource/support information to families in crisis.

· Counselors coordinate referrals to community agencies. 

This year’s guidance lessons will focus on the Ideal Character Traits of JA students.  “Good Sportsmanship” is the character trait for September.  Please join us in our efforts to reinforce the importance of being good sports by:

· Modeling good sportsmanship for your child.  Children learn by what they see and hear.

· Complimenting your child as you play games together, such as: “You really kept your cool even though you didn’t win – way to go!”

· Reviewing with your child what to do (smile and have fun) and what to say (“Good game!” or “Nice try!”)

As parents, you are your children’s most important teacher.  Thank you for your support as we work together.  My e-mail is: heinma@alder.k12.oh.us.  I am at Monroe Elementary on Mon., Tues. & Thurs: 873-2640 and Plain City Elementary on Wednesdays and Fridays: 873-4608.  

Sincerely,

Mrs. Marianna Hein

School Counselor

SCHOOL DELAYS/CANCELLATIONS

School delays and cancellations are announced on major TV and radio stations as appropriate.  Delays and cancellations are announced in the mornings.  In the event a weather or other unforeseen emergency would require us to make the decision to close school during the day, that information will be posted on the same TV and radio stations.  Please ensure that you have a plan in place in case we close school during the day.  I have listed the TV and radio stations for your review.  You might want to cut this out and tape it on your fridge.

FM:
92.3
94.7
96.3
97.1
97.9
98.9

AM:
610
1230
1460

TV:
CHANNELS  4  6  10  28

WE NEED YOUR HELP
We have a couple of areas in which we need your help:

· Parent pickup and drop off will be in the front parking lot.  If you are just dropping off, you may pull up to the front curb, drop off, and then pull out.  PLEASE DO NOT PARK THERE, EVEN FOR A COUPLE OF MINUTES.
· If you want to come in the building, please park in the lot and enter the building through the front doors and report to the secretary, who will ask you to sign in.

· When picking up a child in the afternoon, please park BY THE CURB IN THE PICK-UP/DROP-OFF ZONE and wait for the walkers to come out the front door.  A staff member will ensure your child gets to your car.  Please be careful in this lot.  Watch closely for children before pulling out.

· All bus loading and unloading is done on the bus loop by the North door.  After the buses pull out in the morning, these gates will be closed, ensuring the safety of children during the day.

· Please note: the safety plan at Monroe calls for car traffic and bus traffic to be completely separated.  Do not use the bus loop for car traffic during the school day.

· The front doors will open at 8:25 AM.  Early students will go to the cafeteria.  A staff member is on duty during this time.

· Security lighting and outdoor cameras are included in the design for the new building, and vandals will be fully prosecuted.
· Make sure your child has lunch money in their account to use every day.  

· We cannot accept second party checks that are endorsed over to us as payment on fees, fundraisers or lunch money.

SCHOOL FEES

School fees are used to help offset the portion of our direct costs for student consumable materials.  These fees, allowed in Ohio by state law, are due no later than 10-1.  If you have not paid your fees yet, a monthly payment plan is available through the office.  Simply call Mrs. Salyer!  This year, students with unpaid fees will not be allowed to participate in out of class activities, such as field trips and field day.  Please help us be effective and efficient in our budgeting and purchasing process by paying your fees in a timely manner.  Thank you in advance for your help and cooperation in this matter!

MONROE ANNOUNCES DRESS CODE FOR GRADES 3 & 4
We have adopted a dress code for our intermediate students at Monroe.  These guidelines were adopted to assist parents and students in understanding what is appropriate for school.  In the past year, we have had students show up in everything from their pajamas to leather skirts and halter-tops.  Please review the following guidelines with your child, and help them to dress reasonably for their time at school.

· Bandannas are not to be worn in school or on the bus

· Shorts at arm length while standing

· Tops must cover midriff when standing w/arms on head

· Tank tops allowed (no spaghetti straps, halter tops, basketball jerseys without tee shirt underneath or tube tops allowed)

MONROE WORKING TO INCREASE STUDENT ATTENDANCE    

School attendance is a critical factor in the research about student learning.  Students who are not present cannot participate in our academic programs.  Please help us help your child by ensuring maximum attendance in school, as required by Ohio mandatory attendance laws.  In order to improve our attendance rate, we will be following these procedures.  The school will contact parents if we have not received a phone call regarding your child’s absence.  In addition, after five absences, a warning letter will be sent home.  A follow-up warning letter will be sent after ten days of absence.  On the 11th day of absence, we will contact the county attendance officer and make a referral to the county court system.  Jonathan Alder Board policy states that absences are to be excused for only the following reasons:

· Personal illness or illness in the family
· Death of a relative
· Emergency work for parent
· Observation of a religious holiday
· Unusual situations approved by the Principal in advance
Without a phone call, a note must accompany your child on his/her return to school, or the absence will be unexcused.  Most Doctor’s offices have excuse forms for their patients and you can have the form faxed directly to Monroe at 614-873-0685.

COMING EVENTS
October
2
Ohio 3rd Grade Reading Tests

Pink Shirt Day in support of the JAHS “Volley for a Cure” Volleyball 

team’s breast cancer awareness and fundraiser activities and match





JAHS Volleyball match vs. Shekinah @ 7 PM

5 Interims Home

8     
Preschool and Kindergarten Pictures

9      Cooks Appreciation Day

School Pictures K-4

15 Monroe Walk-a-Thon

18 Early Release at 1:15

19 No School COTA Day

22      Bus Driver Appreciation Day

24 Mobile dentist program

31
Harvest Parties @ 2:30

November
 2
End of 1st 9 weeks



 9
Grade Cards Home

CLASS SIZE REDUCTION PROGRAM AT MONROE
Using grant money obtained through the federal Title I program, we have taken the concept of class size reduction to support learning in reading and math, and applied that concept to all grade levels, 1 through 4.  At each grade level, we have assigned a staff member to work ½ day, every day, to minimize the class size during a dedicated block of time for reading and math instruction.  This means, for example, that our 40 3rd graders for the 2 classrooms, split into 3 groups of approximately 13 during the ½ day block dedicated to reading and math.  This is an intensive time when teachers are very busy with direct instruction with students.

It is our plan to improve the student learning during these intensive blocks, with the planned outcome of improved student skills in reading and math as shown by improved grades and test scores.  In order for this plan to be effective we also need your help!  In the folders sent home at the beginning of the year, each teacher listed the classroom procedures and other communication information for parents.  Please make sure you read this information.  Each grade level has specific procedures for plan books, homework logs, weekly folders, projects, etc.  Become familiar with the procedures for your child’s grade level.

You can also help your child by reading with them every day.  Set aside a specific time and place each day for your child to do homework.  If they have no specific homework, have your child read.  These study habits become very important as your child progresses through school.  Set the conditions for their learning now by partnering with us at home.  If you have any questions, please call, send a note, or access our email through our web site:

www.alder.k12.oh.us

The teachers assigned to each grade level in this plan include: Ms. Maxwell, 1st grade; Mrs. Brown 2nd and 3rd grades; Mrs. Hipp, 4th grade.

DRINKING WATER NOTICE

For years we have been monitoring drinking water and submitting the required test results to the Ohio EPA.  During the months of January to June, 2007, while some water tests were completed, an oversight occurred that led to drinking water tests for lead and copper not being taken.  While we cannot be sure of the quality of the drinking water during that time, we have no reason to believe the quality of the drinking water at Monroe Elementary school was hazardous to your child as regular testing is done on the water in that building.  Test samples are currently being taken and submitted to the EPA as required and we will be taking steps to make sure this oversight in testing does not happen again.  If you have any questions or desire further information, please contact the Monroe elementary building and ask for Lee Yutzy, Director of Maintenance or John Lanka, Principal.
MONROE IS LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD VOLUNTEERS!

We are actively searching for parents or community members who would like to volunteer to help our teachers.  This could take the form of reading with individuals or small groups of children, helping Mrs. Brown in the library with Accelerated Reader or other collections, individual homework assistance or other activities.  If you like, we need help with simply reshelving books.  If you are interested, talk with your child’s teacher, call the school or contact our OhioReads Coordinator, Laura Hipp.  (hippla@alder.k12.oh.us) We need your help!

Check out our Monroe web site at:

www.alder.k12.oh.us
Have you read the latest “Articles of Interest”?
